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I. On August 15, 2000, the Office of Research and Development (ORD) issued a memorandum requiring all Principal Investigators (PI), Co-Principal Investigators (Co-PI), and Co-Investigators (Co-I) to meet specific educational requirements related to human subjects protection.  That memorandum states that as of January 1, 2001, all PIs, Co-PIs, and Co-Is submitting new or non-competing renewal research proposals to an IRB and R&D Committee shall provide documentation of participation in an educational program to the local Research & Development (R&D) Office. 

2. This memorandum offers further guidance on meeting educational requirements and on identifying educational programs (web-based courses, seminars, lectures, etc.) that will meet or exceed the minimal standards as set forth by ORD. The local facility's R&D Office shall verify that the investigator's educational program meets the requirements as stated in this memorandum and Attachment 1.  The R&D Office shall also maintain documentation of each investigator's educational program and certification. This documentation must  be on file at the local R&D Office prior to submission and review of any new proposals or submission of proposals for continuing review. It must also be included with proposals submitted to ORD for funding. Any proposals submitted to ORD that do not contain the required documentation will be returned to the facility without review. 

3. Courses proposed to fulfill this requirement will include the elements noted in the attachment.  In addition , effective June 1, 2001, educational programs that will fulfill this requirement must offer a post-test capability. The investigator must receive a. passing grade as defined by the educational program. This will be verified by the receipt of a certificate from the program. All investigators must recertify every three years. 

4. Many courses already exist or are under development by a variety of public and private organizations, including university academic affiliates of some VA facilities.  Several academic affiliates have already  established mandatory certification requirements for their facility, employing several of these courses and examinations.  To avoid duplication of effort. ORD will accept these mandated courses so that investigators are not required by their university to take one course and by the VA to take another. The content of the university's course must be similar to the requirements stated in this memorandum, and there must be a post-test capability. The investigator must receive a. passing grade, and this must be verified by the receipt of a certificate. 

5.  If you have any questions. please contact Brenda A. Cuccherini, Ph.D., at (202) 408-3614. 

